
1247

of the first importance in estimating the advisability of the
operation. I had not intended taking part in the discussion,
not being a partisan of either side in the controversy. But I
should have been tempted to offer a small contribution to the
evidence on this subj ect had I not been prevented from being pre-
sent at the time. Some years ago, in order to estimate the im-

portance of diseases of the Fallopian tubes, I went through the
post-mortem records of Guy’s Hospital for the three years
1884-86. I chose those years because at that time the special
attention of the pathologists had already been directed to
diseases of the tubes, but not many operations for these con-
ditions were yet performed at Guy’s Hospital. There were 302

necropsies of women above the age of puberty. Among these
were 26 cases, or 8’6 per cent., of inflammatory matting about
the uterine appendages, not including any case of tumour or
tubercle. There were twelve cases of distended tubes, but only
two of pyo-salpinx, and no case of rupture of a distended tube
into the peritoneum. Notwithstanding this, there were

seven cases, including the two cases of pyo-salpinx, in which
the lesion of the tubes appeared to be the primary origin of the
fatal disease. No operation had been performed in any
of these ; and, for the most part, they were not sent down
from the gyn&aelig;cological ward, but had been in a medical or
surgical ward for peritonitis, abscess or apparent tumour, or
for some obscure abdominal disease. The mortality there-
fore amounts to 26’8 per cent., as compared with the
number of cases of chronic adhesions, and 2-3 per cent.
as compared with the total number of necropsies. The
number of cases is too small to establish a general average of
mortality, but I submit that this is positive evidence, as far
as it goes, that inflammation of the tubes is not to be
despised as a cause of mortality, and that such evidence is
of more value than the general impression of a speaker that
he has seen many cases of perimetritis and has rarely seen a
fatal result follow. Other direct evidence to the same effect
from the records of other hospitals has been published.
Thus Dr. Kingston Fowler found within three years in the
post-mortem room of the Middlesex Hospital fifteen cases of
distended tubes, in eight of which the disease of the tubes
had been indirectly the cause of death. Dr. Lewers, in 100
necropsies at the London Hospital, found seventeen cases of
distension of the tube, in two of which the pelvic condition
was the cause of death. In these three groups of cases the

mortality of tubal inflammation, compared with the total
number of necropsies, appears to be similar, although in
Dr. Lewers’ cases the relative proportion of tube distension
is much greater.

It must be admitted that the cause of death is rarely or
never perimetritis alone, but rather general peritonitis,
burrowing abscess, or, occasionally, septicaemia or apparent
tumour simulating ovarian tumour. In one of the cases of

pyo-salpinx referred to above, as found in the post-mortem
room of Guy’s Hospital, the condition appeared at first sight
to be one of double suppurating ovarian tumour. In two
cases since that time I have found pyo-salpinx to simulate
suppurating ovarian tumour, the patients being evidently in
a dying condition from septicaemia. In one of these one tube
contained 36 ounces, the other z4 ounces, of fetid pus. In
the other the left tube contained more than 30 ounces of pus
and had separated the layers of the broad ligament, burrowing
under the sigmoid flexure, its muscular wall hypertrophied to
more than half an inch in thickness. The right Fallopian
tube was also converted into a pyo-salpinx, but retained its
usual anatomical relations. Both these cases ended fatally
after operation and go to swell my mortality from operations
for diseased tubes. But I think that they furnish an argu-
ment, not against such operations, but rather in favour of
their being performed before it is too late. If these patients
had undergone operation while the pyo-salpinx contained only
an ounce or two of pus, and before they had fallen into a
septic condition, they would, in all probability, have re-
covered without serious disturbance. Evidently it is the
sequel&aelig; of perimetritis rather than the primary perimetritis
which are liable to prove fatal. Thus I have met with one
case in which the immediate cause of death was pyo-nephrosis
and degeneration of both kidneys caused by pelvic pressure.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
Wimpole-street, Nov. 22nd, 1892. ALFRED L. GALABIN.ALFRED L. GALABIN.

DEATH FROM IRRITATION OF ASCARIDES.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;Mr. Hillyer, in THE LANCET of Oct. lst, expresses
the opinion that death from the irritation of ascarides is
extremely rare. This may be the case at home, but in this

colony round worms not infrequently prove fatal without
revealing at the necropsy clear evidence of the way in which
death has been produced. On looking through my notes
of medico-legal necropsies in cases of sudden death during
six years, I find the following record as regards round
worms : In five cases the post-mortem examination showed
either no lesions or only such as could be attributed to the pre-
sence of worms in the intestine. In two cases round worms were
found associated with other conditions, once with malarial fever,
and once with pregnancy and dilated heart. In one case death
was due to asphyxia caused by a round worm impacted above
the epiglottis. 1 The first five cases are those which concern
the present inquiry. In one of these a volvulus was.

discovered in the ascending colon. 2 In another, cerebral
effusion was found. This has been mentioned by Eichberg3
as a result of intestinal worms. In the other three cases,
one of which has also been recorded,4 there was nothing
beyond the presence of the round worms to account for
death. Besides these cases I have seen four others in which
the evidence of death from round worms seemed so clear
that I did not consider necropsies necessary. If, then,.
this is the result of observation in one part of the colony
during a limited period, it may fairly be argued that death
from this cause is by no means uncommon out here. I
understand that a similar frequent mortality obtains in the
neighbouring colony of British Guiana. In my experience
the cases usually terminate too rapidly for the supervention
of congestion or inflammation of the intestine such as is
described by Eichberg and others, and I have always
regarded the cerebral symptoms as mainly reflex. It is of
course conceivable that violent and prolonged convulsions,

may in some cases produce such conditions as cerebral
effusion or volvulus. I am, Sirs, yours truly,

Trinidad, Oct. 31st, 1892. BEAVEN RAKE.BEAVEN RAKE.

CHYLURIA.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;Dr. Manson’s want of success in the treatment of’
chyluria is no doubt disappointing, though he need not be
discouraged in the face of the results of two cases recorded
by me in THE LANCET of February 14th, 1891, which are
the first examples of chyluria depending on filari&aelig; in the
blood I have ever seen permanently cured. The after history
of these cases is as follows :-The second patient is at

present well, and has had no return of chyluria or of filari&aelig;
in the blood. The first patient has also had no return
either of the nlaria3 or of chyluria. But it is an interesting
fact that he is now in an advanced stage of tuberculous
leprosy, which commenced six months after he had recovered
and the thymol treatment was stopped. Possibly there is a
connexion between the two diseases. It must be borne in
mind, however, that leprosy is endemic in Hyderabad. Dr.
Manson’s mechanical theory of chyluria is, I believe, hardly
tenable. Are we to understand that filari&aelig; possess an
affinity for, or the power of selecting, a particular spot in
the thoracic duct and there setting up inflammation and a
stricture, and that this is the only damage to the system
caused by their presence in the blood ? To me the invasion
and disorganisation of the blood by filari&aelig; are more than
sufficient to account for all the phenomena of chyluria
described in such an interesting manner by Dr. Manson.

Thymol cannot of course cure stricture of the thoracic duct,.
but it appears to kill the filari2e ; and it is never illogical to-
remove the cause of a disease. In my cases filari&aelig; in the
blood were, as far as we could judge, the sole cause of the
chyluria. As the filari&aelig; died off under treatment with

thymol the chyluria disappeared and has not recurred. A
similar result has since been obtained by Dr. Hehir.

I am, Sirs, your obedient servant,
Hyderabad, Deccan, Oct. 30th, 1892. EDWARD LAWRIE.EDWARD LAWRIE.

MANCHESTER.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Small-pox : Meeting of tlze Medical Officers of Health Society-
THE epidemic of small-pox cannot yet be said to be abating

in the towns of Lancashire and Yorkshire, where its presence
has been noted for some weeks past. In Warrington espe-

1 Brit. Med. Jour., June 11th, 1887, p. 1274.
2 Ibid., March 24th, 1888, p. 642.

3 Ibid., Oct. 31st, 1885, p. 842. 4 Ibid., Jan. 9th, 1886, p. 60.
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cially the disease appears to have obtained a firm foothold ; ’
vaccination and revaccination have evidently been neglected
for some years past, a,ncl so it happens that, the disease having
’once made headway in the town, abundant pabulum for its
wholesale dissemination is at hand in the large proper-
tion of either unvaccinated or imperfectly vaccinated
persons. The hospital is stated to be full, and ts further
accommodation in time to meet the present emergency seems
not to be forthcoming, large numbers of the patients have
to be treated at their own homes. Under these circumstances
it is not surprising that the epidemic still continues to spread.
It is reported that within the last fortnight more than a
hundred new cases of small-pox have occurred in Warrington.
On the 18th inst. an important discussion took place in this
city at the monthly meeting of the North-Western Health
Officers’ Society, on the present prevalence of small-pox.
Mr. Vacher, the late able medical officer of health for
Birkenhead, who introduced the subject, gave it as his

opinion that revaccination and vaccination, as well as notifi-
cation and isolation, were far more commonly neglected in
these parts than was consistent with the public weal. The fact
that the Royal Commission on Vaccination had hitherto failed
to present their complete report tended, he thought, to convey
the erroneous impression to the lay mind that the protection
conferred by vaccination was uncertain, and that the whole
question, from a medical point of view, was stilll3llb jllrZice.

Urmston and Local Government.
Last week the Parliamentary Committee of the Lancashire

County Council had before them the petition of the inhabitants
of Urmston for an order of the Council constituting that
township an urban sanitary authority. The district of
Urmston is mainly a rural one, with a population of about
4000 at the last census and a rateable value of not more than
&pound;21,000. The people of Urmston believe that the administra-
tion of the district would be greatly improved under a local
board, although they adduce no evidence to prove that this
would be so ; they appear to have been greatly exercised by
the fact that the ratepayers of Urmston have only one
representative on the existing authority, and attribute to the
negligence of that authority the necessity which has

recently arisen for the expenditure by the township of
a sum of 3000 for the provision of a cemetery. After

a patient hearing, the chairman-who, by the way,
is a barrister of experience-announced that the com-

mittee could not recommend to the County Council the
granting of the petition ; in the first place, because the

petitioners had failed to show that they had been otherwise
than equitably governed by the existing authority; and
secondly, because there was every likelihood that district
councils would shortly be established, and the committee
were unwilling to increase the difficulty of the Government
in dealing with the whole subject of district councils by
establishing a new sanitary authority for a small district like
Urmston.

The Health of Manchester.
According to the last issued return the health of Man-

chester has been favourable during the three months ending 
with September last. The gross death-rate did not amount 
to quite 20 per 1000, a rate which has seldom been achieved
in Manchester for so long a period as three months together.
The coolness of the autumn has kept in check infantile diar-
rhoea, which in ordinary years accounts for a considerable

fatality in Manchester. Of zymotic diseases, scarlet fever
has shown the usual autumnal rise during the quarter, but
- thediseasehas not been nearly so prevalent here as in themetro-
polis. Small-pox has been reported to be present in thirteen
instances, the patients having been imported from one or
other of the neighbouring towns where the disease has lately
been prevalent.
s 

Eccles and Incorporation.
The local board district of Eccles has recently received

a charter of incorporation, and will for the future be

governed by a mayor and corporation. Last week the newly
elected council met for the first time in the Eccles Town Hall
amidst a considerable flourishing of trumpets. The first

mayor is a local ’gentleman who appears to have won
his laurels as a member of the local board, and who,
if one may judge from the newspaper version of his

speech on this occasion, is determined that the new corpora-
tion shall not hide its light under a bushel. The first formal
business at the meeting was to declare the old local board
dissolved. After this the clerk of the board was duly inducted
into the office of town clerk, and the various other officers

were appointed. The new corporation will have plenty of
work before them for some years to come. The district of
Eccles is really a suburb of Manchester, and most of the
residents there have their places of business in the city. The
healt,h of Eccles, according to the reports of the late
local board, has not always been what it might be, and
the corporation will do wisely in seeking out and
removing any causes of ill health which may exist in this im-
portant and rapidly increasing town. The building by-laws
of Eccles, like those of many other local boards, might be
improved with advantage ; and if the corporation could be
induced to replace them entirely by the admirable model code
of the Local Government Board, as has been done in Man-
chester, everybody except the jerry builders would be the
gainers. With regard to the question of hospital provision
for infectious diseases, the new borough is most fortunately
circumstanced ; f orinstead of being obliged to incur the serious
expense of erecting and supporting a separate hospital of their
own, they have one :on their very boundaries in the splendid
new sanatorium recently erected at Ladywell by the Salford
Corporation. This institution, as it is one of the most recent,
is likewise one of the very best fever hospitals in England ;
it contains about 200 beds and abundant space for extension 
in the event of an epidemic of extraordinary proportions.
The disinfecting arrangements at the hospital are of such
excellent design and on such an ample scale that the Eccles
Corporation will do wisely in endeavouring to arrange with
Salford for the isolation of patients and the disinfection of
bedding &c. at the Ladywell sanatorium.
Manchester, Nov. 22nd.

LIVERPOOL.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Ne7v Mayor and the Hospitals.
MR. R. D. HoLT, the newly elected mayor of this city,

following the example of his predecessors, paid a visit
to the Infirmary for Children on the 13th inst., the first
Sunday after his election, and on the following Sunday
attended morning service at St. Barnabas Church. Here a
sermon was preached by the Rev. Canon Acheson of Chester,
and a collection was made for the funds of the Royal Southern
Hospital, which amounted to 84. The mayor, with some of
the aldermen, city councillors, and members of the congre-
gation, then went to the hospital, which is within a short
distance of the church. They were met by members of the
committee and medical staff and visited some of the wards.

Small-pox and Vaccination.
The proximity of Warrington, where small-pox has for

weeks past been epidemic, to this city led to fears that the
disease might spread here, there being much traffic between
the two places. Some few cases of small-pox have occurred
here in lodging-houses, but they have been promptly
diagnosed and removed to hospital. At the present time the
epidemic is said to be subsiding in Warrington. The disease
has appeared in St. Helens, and some trouble was experienced
in inducing one patient to submit to removal to hospital.
Liverpool has its full share of anti-vaccinationists, who have
disseminated much mischievous literature among the poor
and uneducated. It is also much to be lamented that many
vaccinations are performed by the surgeons to cheap dis-
pensaries and that so many practitioners content themselves
with two or even one vesicle, to please the children’s mothers.
It has been calculated that there are in Liverpool at any given
time 40,000 unvaccinated persons, including infants under
three months. It is therefore most desirable that both
vaccination and revaccination should be efficiently performed.
A certain proportion of persons are revaccinated, but it is ,

very much smaller than it should be. 
’

The Head Constable’s Annual Revort.
The annual report of Captain Nott Bower, the head

constable, which has been recently published, deals with
the crime of the city and the state of the police establish-
ment for the year ending Sept. 29th, 1892. It is a docu-
ment which affords many valuable details of interest to
medical readers. Among these are the statements that
359 members of the force received rewards for skill in
rendering aid to sick and injured persons upon being com- 
mended by the surgeons of the various hospitals, while five .  .
constables received medals, two silver clasps, and two certi-- 

*

ficates from the Humane Society for saving life from fire or


